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lasted, (p. 4) he came down to 100,000 ducats and from that to
40,000. Because they were getting out of control and most of them
dealt in the matter with an heretical animosity inclined rather to
destruction, in order that the whole negotiation might not fall
through, I put an end to their violent talk by saying that I had not
definitely determined what the city could pay, and asked that, in
order to decide upon this finally, they give me paper and ink and
leave me alone awhile to calculate the maximum that could be paid.
This they did. All along I had assured them that the island was by
no means as rich as they supposed.
I came forth in an hour and told them that, in order to give my
calculations substance, I wanted to see what houses they had
already burned, since nothing could be obtained for these. They
answered that all this was shilly-shallying. I argued and after two
hours they ordered four or five soldiers to go with a fellow-citizen
who had accompanied me,1 whom I sent to make a list of the
houses burned. When he returned I decided that the city could pay
20,150 ducats. When it seemed that the negotiations would fail he
agreed to 25,000 ducats although for my part I gave him no
assurance except that I would return with an answer, yes or no,
within three days. This, in order that they might hope for nothing
further.
They said that although Captain Juan Melgarejo had asked to
visit their fleet and they had not wished to show it to him, they did
desire to let me see it and to entertain me aboard the flagship. I
replied that these were matters for a happy time and that I could
have no pleasure in them, for I desired only to terminate the business
upon which I had come. With this the idea was dropped and I went
back that day to report upon what I had accomplished. Later I
returned to them with the money.
In the three or four days of this interlude, at the city gates some
of our people had had some argument with certain English upon
points of theology which should never have come up. So it happened
that at noon at the table the English general related the incident and
an accursed preacher of his discoursed upon it. As a conclusion of
his heretical interpretation he brought forth a Bible and here I cut
short his sermon by saying in Latin that my profession was not
theology and I had not come to a disputation, for them to leave that
for another time. Whereupon Francis Drake ordered the argument
to be closed, and closed it was.
He also insisted that he wished to give me all the sugar and hides
1 Don Juan Maldonado? Gf. Document No. 30, enclosure.